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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such.treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-13, 18, 21, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sakurai, US Publication No. 2003/0052597 A1. 

Sakurai anticipates limitations from claim 1, 5, 9, 
a light-emitting device comprising: in fig. 3, 
a transistor including: 
a semiconductor film 221 ; 

a gate insulating film 251 formed on the semiconductor film; 
a gate electrode 21 OG formed on the gate insulating film; 
a first film 252 fomned on the gate electrode; 
a first contact hole 235 provided in the first film; 
a wiring 21 OD fomned on the first film; 

a second film lower portion of 253 formed of the same layer as the wiring on the first 



film; 
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a third film, upper portion of 253, fonned over the first film; 

a second contact hole 236 provided In the third film; 

an electrode 202 of a light-emitting element formed on the third film; and 

a fourth film 213 covering an edge of the electrode of the light-emitting element, 

wherein the electrode of the light emitting element Is formed so that at least a portion of 

the electrode 213 of the light-emitting element is overlapped with the second film, lower 

portion of 253, and 

wherein an opening, lined by 204, of the fourth film is provided in an overlap portion of 
the electrode 202 of the light-emitting element and the second film, lower portion of 253, 
and 

wherein a first contact hole 235 of the first film and a second contact hole 236 of the 

third film are overlapped with the fourth film 254, pp. 2-4, ^ 25-39; 

limitations from claims 2, 6, 10, the light-emitting device according to claims 1, 5, 
9 wherein a reflective film is included in the electrode of the light-emitting 
element, p. 2, 1| 25; 

limitations from claims 3, 7, 1 1, the light-emitting device according to claims 1 of 
5 or 9 or claims 2, 6, or 10 wherein the wiring 21 OD is integrated with the second 
film lower portion of 253, wherein they are both fonned on the 253; 
limitations from claims 4, 8, 12 the light-emitting device according to claims 1, 5, 
9 wherein the second film, lower portion of 253, has a film thickness equal to or 
thicker than that of the wiring, 21 OD, wherein the thickness of the lower portion of 
253 is at least as thick as 21 OD; 



Application/Control Number: 10/731,033 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2823 

limitations from claim 20. the light-emitting device according to claim 1 , wherein 
the light-emitting device is an active matrix display device, a "plurality of display 
pixels arranged in a matrix". ABSTRACT; 

limitations from claims 13, 18. a light-emitting device comprising: 

a conductive film 21 OD formed on a first interlayer insulating film 252; 

a second interlayer insulating film lower portion of 253, formed over the first interlayer 

insulating film; and 

an electrode 202 of a light-emitting element formed on the second interlayer insulating 
film; 

a contact hole 236 provided in the second interlayer insulating film; and 

a partition layer 213 covering an edge of the electrode of the light-emitting element. 

the electrode of the light-emitting element. 

wherein the electrode 202 of the light-emitting element is electrically connected to the 
conductive film 21 OD in the contact hole 236; 

wherein the electrode 202 of the light-emitting element is formed so that at least a 
portion of the electrode of the light-emitting element is overlapped with the conductive 
film210D. 

wherein an opening of a the partition layer, lined by 204 

is provided in an overlap portion of the electrode of the light-emitting 

element and the conductive film, and 
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wherein tlie contact hole 236 of the second interlayer insulating film is overlapped with 

the partition layer 213; 

limitations from claims 21 , 22, the light-emitting device according to claims 13, 
18, wherein the light-emitting device is an active matrix display device, a "plurality 
of display pixels arranged in a matrix", ABSTRACT; 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sakurai in view of Kimura, US Publication No. 2002/001 1799 A1 . 

Sakurai teaches limitations from claim 19, a light-emitting device comprising: 
a conductive film 21 OD formed on a first interlayer insulating film 252; 
a second interlayer insulating film lower portion of 253, formed over the first interlayer 
insulating film; and 

an electrode 202 of a light-emitting element formed on the second interlayer insulating 
film; 

a partition layer 213 covering an edge of the electrode of the light-emitting element, 
the electrode of the light-emitting element. 
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wherein the electrode 202 of the light-emitting element is electrically connected to the 
conductive film 21 OD in a contact hole 236; 

wherein the electrode 202 of the light-emitting element is fonmed so that at least a 
portion of the electrode of the light-emitting element is overlapped with the conductive 
film210D. 

wherein an opening of a the partition layer, lined by 204 

is provided in an overlap portion of the electrode of the light-emitting 

element and the conductive film, and 

limitations from claims 23, the light-emitting device according to claim 19, 
wherein the light-emitting device is an active matrix display device, a "plurality of 
display pixels arranged in a matrix", ABSTRACT. 

Sakurai specifies using an electroluminescent layer to emit colors, rather than a 
color filter, but Kimura teaches a color filter. Kimura teaches forming an 
electroluminescent layer (EL) to form color, and alternatively teaches forming a color 
filter which is fomried by a color film formed over the electrode of the light-emitting 
element, wherein the color filter is overlapped with the overlap portion of the electrode 
of the light-emitting element and the conductive film, as the EL is overlapped with the 
electrode to function, and the color filter must be overlapped with the EL layer to form 
the desired color. Kimura gives motivation in p. 12, ^ 205. It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to recognize 
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that combining Kimura's process with Sakurai's invention would have been beneficial 
because it is an acceptable and known alternative to produce color filters. 



Prior Art of Record 
Attomey should confinn Inukai et al., US Patent No. 7061,186; Yamazaki et al.. 
US Patent No. 6,670,637; Yamazaki et al., US Patent No. 6,384,427; Inukai, Kazutaka, 
US Publication No. 2002/0047120 Al; Yamazaki et al.. US Publication No. 
2002/0134979 Al; Koyama et al., US Publication No. 2002/0021266 Al were all 
commonly assigned to the assignee of this application, or face possible rejections 
based on the art. 



Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 20 June 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. To the examiner's understanding, applicant argues the novelty of the 
application exists wherein normally the second film could become "rough to due to 
overetching of the wiring and forming unevenness at the surface of the second film." 
Applicant further explains the second film has a film thickness equal to or thicker than 
that of the wiring, provided by the height increased to enable local planarization of the 
surface of the third film in an overlapping portion of the second film and the third film. 
Applicant further argues Sakurai and Kimura fail to teach, disclose or suggest at least a 
second film and a third film. 
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While examiner concedes differences between the application and the prior art of 
record, in the examiner's opinion the meets and bounds of the claims do not fully reflect 
these differences. Looking at figure 1 of the application, the second film 1 14, defined 
horizontally by the vertical dotted lines (as the examiner understands the applicant's 
intention), was formed at the same time and with the same material as film 109, 
apparently the rest of the horizontal layer surrounding film 1 14. The limitations of claim 
1 , define briefly, "a second film formed of the same layer as the wiring on the first film; a 
third film formed over the first film," 

By similar reasoning, the examiner could take Sakurai, fig. 3, layer 253, and 
place vertical dotted lines including some portion of wiring 21 OD, and label it "the 
second film" and the portion outside it as "the third film". Since it would meet the 
limitations of the second and third films, and, as explained above in the rejection, 
Sakurai teaches the claimed invention. 

It is reminded to applicant, that the USPTO has tasked the examiner with an 
unwaivable duty to interpret the claims as broadly as reasonably possible. 
Examiner must give claims their broadest reasonable interpretation, MPEP §2111, 
"During patent examination, the pending claims must be 'given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation consistent with the specification.' Applicant always has the opportunity to 
amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the examiner reduces 
the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more broadly than is 
justified. In re Pratter, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969), 
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In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023. 1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997)." 
Also see In re Zletz, 13 USPQ 2d. 1320 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

For the above reasons, the rejection is deemed proper. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William M. Brewster whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1854. The examiner can nonrially be reached on Full Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Smith can be reached on 571-272-1907. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



27 July 2006 
WB 




WILLIAM M.BflEUl^ 



